
REGULAR MEETING OF THE LEXINGTON CITY COUNCIL 
May 23, 2011 

 
The regular meeting of the Lexington City Council was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor 
Mohr in the City Council Chambers at Lexington City Hall. 
 
Roll call was taken to find the following physically present: Mayor Mohr, Alderman Cole, 
Alderman Fiero, Alderman Miller, Alderman Brill, Alderman Winterland, and Alderman 
Revelle.  Members of the staff and public present were: Melanie Kunkel, Zach Knight of 
Farnsworth, Josh Martin, Jon Kemp, Mike Beard, Jason Birkenbeil, Tony Aberle and Bill Elias.   
 
It was moved by Alderman Brill and seconded by Alderman Fiero to accept the minutes of the 
May 9, 2011 City Council meeting and the May 9, 2011 Police Committee meeting.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
It was moved by Alderman Winterland and seconded by Alderman Revelle to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report and authorize payment of bills in the sum of $18,852.90.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Public Input: 
Josh Martin expressed his concerns about the road repairs out in Northpark.  Josh feels the A3 
that was put down in the Fall has not held up and should be replaced with asphalt.  He feels the 
residents of Northpark did not get what they are paying for and is asking the council to look into 
the matter.   
 
Josh also expressed concern about the pavement restoration that began this Spring.  He noted that 
there is a section of the 400 block of Walnut Street where sewer work had been done but was not 
asphalted by the contractors.  Josh said he had spoken to some of the contractors who claim it is 
not their responsibility to repair those portions of the road.  According to Josh the contract 
documents and/or addendums clearly state that, regardless of what parts of the road were 
disrupted by the construction process, the contractor would pay to fix it.  Josh’s main concern is 
that allowing this to happen in this area will open the door for contractors to do the same thing in 
other areas.  Josh asked for these items to be contained in the minutes for future discussion if the 
issues arise again.  Mayor Mohr assured Josh that these items have been discussed with the 
contractors and are in the process of being remedied. 
 
Old Business: 

1. Committee Assignments-There were two changes to the committee assignments.  The first 
was the addition of  David Cheever and Kody Kettleson to the Planning Commission.  The 
second change was in the Police Committee.  Alderman Hank Brill will remain as the Chair to 
the Police Committee but all council members will be a part of the committee.  It was moved by 
Alderman Winterland and seconded by Alderman Brill to accept the City of Lexington 
Committee Assignments and Appointments effective May 23, 2011.   Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 2. Knox Box-Alderman Miller invited Assistant Fire Chief Jason Birkenbeil to the meeting to 
answer questions regarding the previously proposed Knox Box Ordinance.  The purpose of the 



Knox Box is to allow fire fighters entry into local businesses without the liability of having keys 
to all the businesses readily accessible at the fire station or in the fire truck.  It would also allow 
fire fighters entry into businesses without having to break a costly door or window in the event 
of a false alarm. The Knox Box is constructed of steel and would be mounted on the outside of 
the building.  The box will contain a key to the business which can only be accessed through a 
signal sent by Metcom in Bloomington.  There is no electrical connection.  Cost to the business 
owner is estimated to be $265.  Although the Council members were in agreement that the Knox 
Box is a good idea, many of them felt it unfair to force every business owner to incur the costs 
associated with the purchase and installation of the Knox Box.  Alderman Winterland 
recommended that it state in the ordinance that the Knox Box is an option for business owners, 
however, all keys currently being held by the fire department would be returned.   Alderman 
Winterland stated that the ordinance should state that if the business owner decides not to install 
the Knox Box, the fire department will use whatever force is necessary to gain entry to their 
building.  The Council members did agree that it should be a requirement to install the boxes 
when a permit is pulled to build a new business in town.  Alderman Miller will prepare a draft 
ordinance for consideration by the council at a later meeting. 
3. Connection Bid Award- Bids for the sewer connections were received and were higher than 
expected.  The highest bid was submitted by Stark for $3,048,500.00, the second highest was 
submitted by Gildner for $2,583,750.00 and the lowest bid was submitted by Mid Illinois for 
$1,950,000.00.  Mayor Mohr presented the Council with several options to discuss.   
A) Accept the low bid?  This option would require the city to borrow $1.5 million to finance the 
project and would result in a loan payment equaling $150,000 a year.   
B) Change the specifications and rebid the project?  Mayor Mohr felt this option was not 
possible due to the amount of time required to revise and publish the specifications and then have 
contractors rebid based on the new specs.  Alderman Fiero questioned dividing the project into 
sections which would reduce the size of the performance bond required and would allow smaller 
companies to bid on the sections.  One of the contractors indicated that the size of the 
performance bond was one of the factors that drove the estimate so high.  Tony Aberle from Mid 
Illinois and Josh Martin from Stark both agreed that the performance bond is an important part of 
making sure companies don’t come in, start the project and leave with the project unfinished.  
They also commented that the majority of the reason for such high bids is because the cost of 
pipe has increased substantially due to the high cost of resin. 
C) Renegotiate with any individual contractor without re-bidding the project.  The City can enter 
into a contract without a formal bidding process if the contract is approved by a two-thirds 
majority vote of the City Council instead of a simple majority. 
D) Reject all bids, leave project to homeowner?  Concerns were expressed about homeowners 
bringing in unlicensed contractors.  Mayor Mohr noted that the council could pass an ordinance 
requiring all contractors to be licensed with the city and charge a licensing fee.  Then the city 
could publish a list of contractors and provide the homeowners with the list.   
 
It was moved by Alderman Revelle and seconded by Alderman Brill to reject all bids and 
continue negotiations with the current contractors who submitted bids.  Motion failed with only 2 
votes in favor of rejecting the bids.  Alderman Fiero expressed concern about rejecting all the 
bids for fear that future bids would be higher and the council would not have the option to go 
back to the lower bids.  Alderman Winterland moved to accept the bid from Mid Illinois in the 
amount of $1,950,000.00.  Alderman Cole seconded the motion.  Mayor Mohr commented that 



this motion would require the city to borrow $1.5 million and he questions whether this is the 
role of local government or whether the City’s resources should be invested in another way.  He 
also challenged the Council to consider the amount of cash reserves to commit to the project to 
reduce the loan amount if this option moves forward.  Alderman Winterland feels increasing the 
$5.00 connection fee to pay back the loan would be an easier option for homeowners than having 
to pay $2,400 up front.  Motion carried unanimously.  Alderman Winterland encouraged the 
other alderman to survey homeowners in their wards for acceptable options for repayment of 
loan. 
 
New Business: 

Street Fest 2011- Jon Kemp attended the meeting to ask the council’s permission to close Main 
Street in front of the Upper Tap on July 16, 2011 for the annual Street Fest celebration.  He 
would also like to serve alcoholic beverages outside from 6:00 p.m. until midnight.   Some of the 
money raised at the Street Fest will be donated to the park district and Jon will be working with 
the PTO to hold a raffle.  He will be applying for a liquor license and raffle permit.  It was 
moved by Alderman Brill and seconded by Alderman Cole to approve Jon’s request to close 
Main Street for Street Fest 2011 on July 16th.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Mayor:-None 
Police-None 
Building/Insurance-None 
Finance/TIF-None 
Water-None 
Sanitation-None 
Streets/Allys-None 
  
There being no further business, it was moved by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman 
Winterland to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   
      
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Melanie Kunkel, City Clerk 
 
Approved:  


