
REGULAR MEETING OF THE LEXINGTON CITY COUNCIL 

August 22, 2011 
 
The regular meeting of the Lexington City Council was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Alderman 
Garry Winterland in the City Council Chambers at Lexington City Hall. 
 
It was moved by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Revelle to seat Alderman 
Winterland as Mayor Pro-tem in the absence of Mayor Mohr.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Roll call was taken to find the following physically present: Alderman Cole, Alderman Fiero, 
Alderman Miller, Alderman Brill, Alderman Revelle and Alderman Winterland.  Members of the 
staff and public present were: Melanie Kunkel, Zach Knight, Edna Liming, Donald Liming, W. 
McCord, L. Harmon, Susan Wright, Linda Benedict, Donna Good, Don Cavallini, Ruth 
Cavallini, Eva Ann (Kelley) Beasley, Pamela S. Morten, Rebecca Pentecost, Helen J. Leakes, 
Jim Pierce, Donna Willimas, Mike Beard, Judy Peden, Dave Thomas, Sharon Thomas, Ed Pyne, 
Judith Valente, Billy DuBois, Ken Bernard, Donald Ferrell.  
 
It was moved by Alderman Fiero and seconded by Alderman Cole to accept the minutes of the 
August 8, 2011 City Council meeting and the July 26, 2011 Street Committee meeting. Motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
It was moved by Alderman Revelle and seconded by Alderman Brill to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report and authorize payment of bills in the sum of $47,005.37 as well as a partial payment for 
the sewer connections to Mid Illinois Mechanical in the amount of $233,632.65.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Public Input- Donna Williams reported that there is a Red Carpet Corridor meeting scheduled 
for September 13th at 7:00pm at Pontiac City Hall.  Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting 
as they will be discussing plans for the coming year.  Contact Donna Williams for more 
information.  Zach Knight of Farnsworth Group provided Sewer Construction updates.  He noted 
that the last manhole has been installed, the sewer is functional and sewage is flowing.  The 
primary focus will now turn to restoration of roads and yards and they will begin work on punch 
lists to wrap up the project.  At this point, approximately 50 homes have been connected to the 
sewer by Mid Illinois Mechanical.  Alderman Winterland suggested residents call Margaret 
Quinley, at City Hall, with any items residents feel need to be added to the final punch list.  
 
Old Business: 

1. Kenny’s TIF Grant contract- Alderman Winterland explained that the original TIF grant to 
Kenny’s Restaurant was for repairs to a grease trap and sewer lines.  The grant was originally 
structured as a loan whereby a certain amount of the loan would be forgiven for each year the 
business remained open.  At the date Kenny’s went out of business, approximately $1,800 of the 
loan was left.  Alderman Winterland spoke to Christy Collier, Kenny’s former manager, who 
indicated that there is a dispute between her and the owner of the building as to who is 
responsible for the repayment of the loan.  The TIF committee will be meeting in the next week 
or so to discuss this issue.  
 



 
2. Closed Session 2 (c)(II)-Pending Litigation-At 7:50 pm it was moved by Alderman Cole and 
seconded by Alderman Fiero for the council to move into closed session under Section 2(c)(II) to 
discuss the pending litigation against Linda Benedict.  Motion carried unanimously.  All 
members of the public present were asked to leave council chambers and wait at the front of the 
building for regular session to resume. 
3. Resolution Concerning Linda Benedict ordinance violation lien-It was moved by 
Alderman Fiero and seconded by Alderman Brill to dismiss the action, the lien and any 
attorney’s fees pursuant to the proposed Settlement Agreement and Release which must be 
executed by both parties by the end of this meeting.  Motion passes with a vote of 5 yes, 1 no, 0 
abstain. 
4.  Police Department Business- 1) Mobile homes/trailers/unregistered vehicles-Alderman 
Brill is asking for the council’s input to tighten the current code regarding the amount of time 
mobile homes, trailers and/or unregistered vehicles will be allowed to remain outside of 
residences. Alderman Fiero will assist Alderman Brill in drafting an amendment to the code. 2) 

Update on ordinance violations-705 N. Oak Street is the house by the pool.  Alderman Brill 
reports that the tree is almost growing into the house and that the home is owned by Virginia 
Grady.  Although Alderman Brill cannot locate Ms. Grady, he has been told that someone 
regularly picks up the mail at the residence. 206 W. North Street-The house is in pretty bad 
shape.  116 Cedar Street-Alderman Winterland has spoken to the owner and he is in the process 
of remodeling this home.  303 and 305 W. Main Street-There is a lot of debris behind the 
building that needs to be picked up.  205 N. East Street-A tree has fallen and needs to be cleaned 
up.  6 Spencer Street-Yard needs some attention.  Judy Peden also informed Alderman Brill of 
some homes on her street that need attention.  Alderman Brill will be following up on all of these 
code violations in the near future. 3) Resolution to proceed with condemnation proceedings 

for properties at North Oak Street and North Street-Alderman Brill has nothing to report at 
this time.  
 
New Business: 

Block Party Request- Karen Sours has asked the council for permission to close Main Street 
between Cherry and Oak streets on Saturday, September 17th between 4:30pm and 9:00pm for 
their annual block party.   She has asked that the city drop off the barricades around this location 
and the residents in the neighborhood will put the barricades in place and remove them when 
they are finished.  It was moved by Alderman Cole and seconded by Alderman Miller to approve 
the block party request. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Susan Wright Property- Susan Wright addressed the council regarding her property.  She is 
moving and would like to provide the city with first right of refusal for purchase.  Due to the 
location of the lot, she feels the property could be used as an overflow parking lot, a first floor 
business with living quarters on the second floor or possibly a restaurant with a drive thru option.  
Though she has not had the property appraised and has not listed it with a realtor at this time, she 
is asking $30,000.  Because the garage was built on top of the septic tank, some of the council 
members voiced concern over the additional cost of hooking into the sewer system.  Pending 
Billy DuBois’ further research into access to the septic tank, this item will be discussed further at 
the next meeting.  
 



  
Remote Participation Ordinance- The Ordinance was introduced and drafted by Alderman 
Fiero in order to provide current and future council members with the option of participating in 
council meetings via telephone.  The Ordinance outlines specific circumstances which would 
allow a council member to participate remotely.  Alderman Fiero drafted this ordinance based on 
the document on file with the City of Bloomington.  It was moved by Alderman Fiero and 
seconded by Alderman Revelle to adopt Ordinance 2011-8 Ordinance Concerning Remote 
Participation in Meetings for the City of Lexington.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Sewer Connection Impact Fee-New Construction-Council members discussed how much this 
impact fee for new construction should be.  Several ideas where discussed but questions 
remained regarding which fees would continue to be paid monthly by the new homeowner and 
which fees would be charged in one lump sum during the construction process.  This item will be 
discussed further at the next meeting. 
 
Committee Reports: 

Mayor: - None 
Police-None 
Building/Insurance-None 
Finance/TIF- Alderman Winterland will be scheduling a meeting to discussing pending TIF 
requests. 
Water- None 
Sanitation-None 
Streets/Allys- Alderman Revelle reaffirmed that the contractors are currently working on the 
repairs of the streets.  While they were redoing Northpark, Mclean County Asphalt offered to do 
North Street, which was not disturbed during sewer construction but was in need of repairs.  
Alderman Revelle agreed that for $2,100 that street was done along with the other roads in 
Northpark. 
   
There being no further business, it was moved by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman 
Brill to adjourn at 9:45 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   
      
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Melanie Kunkel, City Clerk 
Approved:  9/12/2011  


