
REGULAR MEETING OF THE LEXINGTON CITY COUNCIL 

October 10, 2011 
 
The regular meeting of the Lexington City Council was called to order at 7:43 p.m. by Mayor 
Mohr in the City Council Chambers at Lexington City Hall. 
 
Roll call was taken to find the following physically present: Mayor Mohr, Alderman Cole, 
Alderman Miller, Alderman Brill, Alderman Fiero, Alderman Revelle and Alderman Winterland.  
Members of the staff and public present were: Melanie Kunkel, Ryan Rich, Jim Groth, Mike 
Beard and Kasey Wells.   
 
It was moved by Alderman Fiero and seconded by Alderman Winterland to accept the minutes of 
the September 26, 2011 Council Meeting and the October 5, 2011 Finance Committee Meeting 
minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
It was moved by Alderman Winterland and seconded by Alderman Revelle to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report and authorize payment of bills in the sum of $17,828.96.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Public Input- Kasey Wells addressed the council with a list of ideas for broadening the 
redevelopment possibilities of the TIF amendment.  Kasey provided a handout to council 
members with the list of suggestions he would like included in the upcoming Second 
Amendment to the TIF District.  Mayor Mohr will forward Well’s list to Jacob & Klein so they 
can determine which items might be included in the amendment and which items may already be 
covered by the existing project definitions and budget. 
 
Old Business:   

1. Police Department Business 

(a) Police Chief’s Report - Dave Schneider was absent and unable to provide his report. 
(b) Outside Consultant for the Police Department - Mayor Mohr asked the council to consider 
hiring a consultant to evaluate how the police department conducts investigations and writes 
reports. Mayor Mohr feels gaining some outside insight may help our officers improve 
investigations and reports for more successful prosecution.    
(c) Nuisance Ordinance Violations - Alderman Brill provided an update regarding ordinance 
violations.  Jaycees Hall-some of the brush has been cut down and left as well as some discarded 
furniture that needs to be disposed of.  Alderman Brill feels these items need to be addressed by 
the owner of the old Jaycees Hall.  Alderman Brill also reported rotten boards on the 
staircase/back porch of Caroline Birds’ rental building on Main Street.  He questions the 
integrity and safety of the porch and wants to look into the City’s condemnation process.  
Alderman Brill has asked Dave Jenkins to take a look at the building to see what course of action 
the City can take.  Oak Street property-Alderman Brill has made several attempts to get in touch 
with the owner.  Alderman Brill and Alderman Fiero will forward a letter to the owner asking for 
a meeting. 
 
2. Mobile homes/abandoned car ordinance- No action taken. 
 



 
3. Old Fire Station rental- Mayor Mohr and Mike Beard visited the old fire station prior to the 
meeting.  The items contained in the Old Fire Station could be temporarily stored in other 
locations.  The Mayor’s recommendation is to rent the three bays to Ryan Rich and leave EMA 
offices in their current location at the back of the building. There needs to be some consideration 
about the terms of the lease because EMA requires the constant use of utilities in the building.  
Mayor Mohr’s recommendation is to not split the utilities but to modify the rent so that some of 
the utilities can be captured through any payments made by Rich.  Ryan Rich is asking the 
Council to consider a rental period of one year so that he can give his business plan a chance to 
succeed.  Mayor’s recommendation is to craft a lease agreement for consideration at the October 
24, 2011 meeting.  Motion by Alderman Winterland and second by Alderman Revelle to lease 
the old fire station for a sports enhancement business operated by Ryan Rich subject to a lease 
considered on October 24, 2011.  Motion carries unanimously. 
 
New Business: 

Vacation of South Street between Union Pacific Railroad and Grove Street:  Mayor Mohr 
made a commitment to Chuck Wright Jr. to present this question to the City Council.  The 
question was to be considered at the same time his property is annexed to the City for the TIF 
amendment.  Wright has asked the City to vacate to him the portion of South Street that splits his 
parcel because the ROW limits development potential.  The Mayor has asked council members 
for their questions and/or concerns regarding this topic.  These questions were raised:  What will 
be the fate of the utility easement along the street?  Will the City be compensated for the 
vacation of the property or for the City’s associated legal, engineering and recording expenses? 
The Council would also like to hear about development plans for the vacated strip of land.  And, 
the Council wanted to confirm that properties to the south of Wright are coming into the TIF 
district with the new amendment.  No other action was taken.  This item will be forwarded to the 
next meeting. 
 
Committee Reports: 

Mayor: - The City was notified by the McLean County Board of Revenue that Barker Chevrolet 
is once again appealing their property tax assessment.  They are proposing an assessed valuation 
of approximately $180,000 which is $150,000 less than the current EAV.  If the appeal is 
successful, the impact would be a revenue reduction of approximately $14,000 per year in the 
TIF fund.  The current TIF and sales tax agreements should be reviewed with Barker.  Petitions 
for annexations for the TIF amendment are completed.  There will be three annexation 
ordinances and then an ordinance to amend the TIF district considered at the October 24th 
Council meeting.  Following the execution of the TIF amendment the Planning Commission will 
have to consider zoning changes for the newly annexed land.  Their recommendation will come 
to the City Council for a final decision.  Mayor Mohr reviewed the September Financial Report 
with the council.  The City continues to operate within budget; however, the receipts for garbage 
collection fall about $6,000 per year short of the contract payments to Allied Waste.  To date, 
165 homes (22%) have been connected to the sewer system.  The project is within 2% of the 
design created by Street Superintendent Bill Elias.  The Mayor reviewed the close out of the 
sewer construction contracts.  Estimates of the annual EPA loan payment are lower than was 
budgeted.  This is mostly due to savings from materials that were not required.  Demolition 
permits were obtained for the white shed, formerly owned by Charlie Wilder, out by the 



interstate.  This building will be removed to make room for new construction.  Also, a 
demolition permit was requested for the old Schleeter Garage building most recently occupied by 
Harvey Wilder.   
Police-Alderman Brill has called Loves Truck Stop to seek their interest in building a gas station 
out by the interstate. 
Building/Insurance-Alderman Miller spoke to Marti Ryan regarding the discarded oxygen tank 
at the rental building.  Ryan indicated that it has been taken care of and they are currently 
working on getting rid of the tires.  Alderman Miller noted that Deven Bernstein, a representative 
of the City’s health insurance company, will be attending the October 24th council meeting to 
answer questions and concerns regarding insurance. 
Finance/TIF- Alderman Winterland has looked into some TIF programs from other 
communities and is working on program administration standards similar to those used by the 
City of Aurora.  This would create a TIF program for improving existing buildings and a 
separate TIF program for new construction.  Alderman Winterland provided Council members 
with drafts of program rules for consideration and discussion at a future meeting. 
Water- None 
Sanitation-Alderman Fiero reported that the City has received a small recycling grant. 
Streets/Allys- None 
 
There being no further business, it was moved by Alderman Winterland and seconded by 
Alderman Miller to adjourn at 9:20 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   
      
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Melanie Kunkel, City Clerk 
Approved: 10/24/2011 


