
REGULAR MEETING OF THE LEXINGTON CITY COUNCIL 

August 13, 2012 
 
The regular meeting of the Lexington City Council was called to order at 7:33 p.m. by Mayor 
Mohr in the City Council Chambers at Lexington City Hall. 
 
Roll call was taken to find the following physically present: Mayor Mohr, Alderman Cole, 
Alderman Higgins, Alderman Miller, Alderman Winterland and Alderman Revelle.  Alderman 
Brill was absent. Members of the staff and public present were: Melanie Kunkel, Don Cavallini, 
Anita Martin, Terry Martin, Dianne McNamara, Lindsay Bachman, Peter Bachman, Matt 
Cheever, Mike Beard, Zach Knight, Bob Kohlhase, Bill Elias, Dave Schneider and Dan 
McDaniels. 
  
It was moved by Alderman Miller and second by Alderman Higgins to approve the July 24, 2012 
council minutes. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
City Clerk, Melanie Kunkel, noted that the agenda for tonight’s meeting was not posted to the 
city’s website within the guidelines of the Open Meetings Act because of a technical issue with 
the city’s website.  The agenda was posted outside of City Hall in compliance with the Open 
Meetings Act.  
 
It was moved by Alderman Winterland and seconded by Alderman Revelle to approve the 
treasurer’s report and pay bills in the amount of $308,591.43.  Included in this amount is 
approximately $107,000 of TIF monies for the purchase of the old Jaycee Hall at 305 W. Main 
St. and the houses at 114 N. Cedar Street and 116 N. Cedar Street that will be redeveloped.  The 
closings for these properties will be held on Friday, August 17th.  Also included in the bill total is 
a final payment of approximately $171,000 to Mid Illinois Mechanical for the sewer 
connections.  Mid Illinois has finished the project on time with the exception of one connection.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Input- Terry Martin addressed the council regarding the pending revisions to the current 
dog ordinance.  Four months ago Terry and Anita Martin, their neighbors, Matt Cheever and Dan 
McDaniels asked the council to tighten the current dog ordinance in an attempt to provide animal 
control officer, Dan McDaniels, with more leverage in dealing with unrestrained and/or vicious 
and dangerous dogs in our community.  Mr. Martin wants answers as to why it has taken so long 
to get this ordinance revised.  This topic is listed on the agenda for discussion later in the 
meeting.   
 
Peter Bachman addressed the council regarding the condition of the building at 429 W. Main St. 
they are renting.  He and his wife, Lindsay, own That’s So Sweet cheesecake business. Dianne 
McNamara was also present and shares the same concerns as Mr. and Mrs. Bachman. They 
expressed frustration regarding the condition of the renovations the building owner started back 
in June. Alderman Winterland explained that the building owner had recently asked the council 
for a TIF grant which was denied due to the timing of his request.  Alderman Winterland noted 
that he had left several messages for the building owner encouraging him to apply for a low 
interest construction loan to get the work completed.  Then he could reapply for a TIF grant in 
January.  The lack of construction progress is not only driving business away but has become a 
safety issue.  During a recent storm a tarp was ripped off the building causing bricks to fall from 
the roof onto the city sidewalk.  Mayor noted that he had spoken to the building owner with no 



resolve and forwarded pictures of the building/construction to the city’s attorney so he could 
devise a plan regarding ordinance violations.  Under Chapter 118, the Nuisance Code, Section I 
talks about the abatement of public nuisances.  There is a summary abatement option, if the 
inspecting officer determines a situation to be unsafe, the Mayor has authority to immediately 
abate, give the property owner 24 hours to comply and, if the owner does not, then the city has 
the authority to go in and make the repairs and lien the property.    
 
Old Business:   

Summary Abatement of 429 West Main:  Mayor is asking the council for confirmation to 
pursue summary abatement at 429 West Main.  Motion by Alderman Miller and second by 
Alderman Revelle to allow the Mayor to proceed with the abatement of nuisances at 429 West 
Main. Motion carried unanimously.  Mayor will discuss how to move forward with the city’s 
attorney.   
 
Police Department Business – Police Chief’s Report:  Dave Schneider provided a report prior 
to the meeting.  He is still working the burglary/arrest from last month.  It has turned into a multi 
victim case. 
 

Dog Ordinance Changes:  Animal Control Officer, Dan McDaniels, provided the council with a 
list of changes he’d like to see made to the current code.  He would like to see the city do away 
with any type of underground electronic fencing and/or any type of electronic control collars as 
the primary animal restraint.  He’d also like the ordinance to reflect that the type of fencing 
installed by a homeowner should be adequate to keep in the type of animal they are containing.  
Dan would like the ordinance to require the registration of all dogs and cats at no cost to the 
owner.  City registration would require proof of rabies vaccination.  Another change would 
require any dog that has bitten a human to be quarantined for ten days at a veterinary office and 
will be transported by a city official.  Dan is asking for new fines for not adhering to the code -  
$50 for the first offense, $100 for the second offense and $200 for the third offense.   This 
ordinance will be 2012-11.  Motion by Alderman Revelle and second by Alderman Miller to 
adopt Ordinance 2012-11 Ordinance Amending Chapter 44-Dogs and other animals.  Motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
Anderson TIF Request:  Mayor asked Alderman Winterland to send Mr. and Mrs. Anderson a 
letter regarding their TIF request.  
 
New Business: 

Farnsworth Plaque Presentation:  Bob Kohlhase and Zach Knight from Farnsworth Group 
presented the council with a bronzed plaque marking the successful completion of the city’s 
sewer installation.  On behalf of the Farnsworth Group, Bob and Zach thanked the council for 
allowing them to plan, design and help build the city’s sewer system.  Along with the plaque, 
Bob provided the council with a written history dating back to 1928 when the city received its 
first complaint regarding the discharge of raw sewage.   
 

Burn Ban:  City council asks residents to respect the drought and not burn yard waste. 
 
Empty Lot on South Street-Debris & Weeds:  Alderman Cole has been contacted by residents 
regarding the condition of the empty lot on South Street.  Mayor and Dave Schneider have 
spoken to the property owner several times.  Mayor is recommending moving forward with an 



ordinance violation.  Motion by Alderman Revelle and second by Alderman Cole to establish a 
first offense weed fine of $100.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Main Street Resurface:  Bill Elias received a quote on having Main Street resurfaced but 
Farnsworth has recommended fixing some storm water inlets and some man holes before 
resurfacing the street.  Farnsworth recommended a petromat prior to resurfacing. The asphalt 
company currently in town fixing some of the streets disturbed by sewer construction quoted a 
price to mill and resurface both Main Street at half the price quoted a year or more ago.  Before 
any work can proceed IDOT has to approve the Motor Fuel expenses and bids have to be 
published.   
 
Core Sample Results – North Park Streets:  Core samples will be taken this week and the 
results should be available for review at the next meeting.  
 
Committee Reports: 

Mayor:  There was a man hole that had terrible settling on Pine Street, south of South Street.    
McLean County Asphalt suggested overlaying that area instead of milling it out.  Dawn 
Companies will pay the majority of that invoice and the city will pay a small portion.  The city 
would like to express their gratitude to the town of Normal for giving Lexington the furniture 
from their old Council chambers.  Dollar General wants to open for business on August 26th and 
is looking to hire 30 employees.  Mayor asked council members to spread the word.  This 
coming Saturday is the electronics recycling.  The city will be closing on old Jaycee Hall and 
two houses on Cedar Street this Friday. 
Police: None 
Building/Insurance: Alderman Miller noted that the appraisal for the old Wooden Hare building 
will be returned this Friday.  The cost of the appraisal will be roughly $1500.  John Cheever has 
asked Alderman Miller about the strip of land bordering Scroggins Cemetery. 
Finance/TIF:  Received a call from Timber Ridge resident, Roger Tucker, who had a water leak 
while he was away and is asking the council to help him with his $600 water bill.   
Water: None 
Sanitation: None 
Streets/Allys:  None 
 
There being no further business, it was moved by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman 
Winterland to adjourn at 9:45 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   
      
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Melanie Kunkel, City Clerk 
Approved: 8/27/2012 


