
REGULAR MEETING OF THE LEXINGTON CITY COUNCIL 
November 24, 2014 

 
The regular meeting of the Lexington City Council was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor 
John Mohr in the City Council Chambers at Lexington City Hall. 
 
Mayor led the council in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Roll call was taken to find the following physically present: Mayor Mohr, Alderman Cole, 
Alderman Miller, Alderman Johansen, Alderman Fosen, Alderman Phelps, and Alderman 
Revelle. Members of the staff and public present were: Melanie Kunkel, Jason Thomas, Bruce 
Klein, Helen Leake, Mike Beard and Billy DuBoise.  
 
It was moved by Alderman Revelle and seconded by Alderman Miller to approve the minutes 
from the November 10, 2014 council meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
It was moved by Alderman Fosen and seconded by Alderman Revelle to approve the treasurer’s 
report and pay bills in the amount of $25,395.76.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Input:  None 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business:   
 
2014-2015 Levy Ordinance:  Mayor discussed the proposed Levy and how the figures came to 
be.  Because the city has not increased the property tax levy in seven years and cost increases are 
expected to continue, such as higher employee wages and a future water treatment plant, 
Alderman Cole feels it might be wise to increase the levy a bit to begin capturing additional 
revenue.  Aldermans Revelle and Fosen agree that the city has gotten by without an increase all 
these years but with increased costs, an increase in the levy is unavoidable.  Motion by Alderman 
Fosen second by Alderman Phelps to approve Levy Ordinance 2014-10 which will add an 
increase of $7,000 for the 2014-2015 tax year.  Mayor noted that this increase is not used to fund 
any projects within the community; rather it’ll be used to offset increases in employee salary 
costs.  Based on EAV estimates, provided by the McLean County Assessor’s office, the new levy 
will increase the tax rate by $0.02 per $100 of assessed valuation.  A home with a $100,000 fair 
market value will pay approximately $6.70 per year more in property taxes.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Ordinance Abating Tax Levied for 2014 to pay the Principal of and Interest on General 
Obligation Bonds:  Mayor noted that general obligation bonds were issued in October 2013 to 
stimulate some projects within the community.  The city already had sufficient cash flow to 
make the bond payments which is why the tax payments are abated from the Levy each year.  An 
ordinance abating the levy for bonds and interest needs to be considered each year as a 
supplement to the Property Tax Levy Ordinance.  Motion by Alderman Fosen and second by 
Alderman Revelle to approve Ordinance 2014-11 an Ordinance Abating Tax Hereto Levied for 
the Year 2014 to Pay the Principal of and Interest on General Obligation Bonds.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 



Health Care Coverage for City Employees:  Discussions regarding the city employee’s health 
care coverage renewal have been ongoing as the premium increases are astronomical.  The 
employee’s current health coverage is such that there are no deductibles and no co-insurance 
payments passed on to the employees.  The city currently covers 100% of the coverage for the 
employee and 60% of their family members.  The current coverage does not meet the Obamacare 
criteria making it obsolete within the next year.  One possibility to offset the premium increases 
would be to eventually introduce an employee deductible.  This would also help the employees’ 
transition into health care coverage that is certainly going to be more expensive in the future.  
Aldermans Cole and Fosen feel a meeting with the employees to get their input as well as to 
notify them of any changes coming in their health coverage is warranted.  Motion by Alderman 
Cole and second by Alderman Fosen to continue with the current health care coverage benefits 
without any changes to the employees.  Alderman Miller noted that imposing a deductible will 
be necessary in the future.  Motion carried unanimously.      
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Mayor:  With the absence of several councilmen for the December 22nd meeting, the regularly 
scheduled Council meeting will be cancelled.  Mayor also noted that documents that convey the 
City owned lot at 305 W Main Street to Jon Kemp’s Public Hall Hospitality Corporation are 
being circulated for signatures fulfilling the Redevelopment Agreement previously approved by 
the Council.   
Police:  None 
Building/Insurance:  None 
Finance/TIF: Alderman Fosen noted that the audit is back and has been submitted to the State. 
Water:  The council originally agreed to fix one of the two down water plant filters.  The cost to 
fix the one was minimal so Billy and Mike went ahead and fixed both filters for under the 
original cost to fix the just one. The guys have learned how to replace the media and will move 
forward with replacing the media in the fifth filter themselves.   
Sanitation:  None 
Streets/Alleys: None 
 
City Clerk, Melanie Kunkel, again reminded the council that committee meetings must be posted 
for 48 hours in advance to comply with the Open Meetings Act.  Because it is the clerk’s job to 
post for these meetings, she reminded the council that they are welcome to call, email or text her 
with the details of a meeting and she will post for it. 
 
There being no further business, it was moved by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman 
Phelps to adjourn at 9:07 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   
      
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Melanie Kunkel, City Clerk 
Approved: 11/24/2014 


