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REGULAR MEETING OF THE LEXINGTON CITY COUNCIL 

March 12, 2018 

7:00 P. M. 

The regular meeting of the Lexington City Council was called to order at 7:00 P. M. by Mayor 

Spencer Johansen in the City Council Chambers at City Hall. 

Mayor Johansen led the council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll call was taken to find the following physically present:  Mayor Johansen, Alderman 

Schreiber, Alderman Stover, Alderman Colclasure, Alderman Fosen and Alderwoman Wilson.  

Alderman Richard was absent.  Members of the staff and public present were:   David Belvery,  

Walker Adams Katie Adams, Randy Jacobs, Kevin Edwards, Andy Killian, Sheila Hodges, Dylan 

Compton, Tabitha Hughes, Kevin Parzyck (Invenergy), Nick Edwards(Invenergy), Jim Griffin 

(Invenergy), Terry Killian, Jay Moran, Sue Noland, Bill DuBois, Bill Elias and Mack Hardman.     .       

It was moved by Alderman Colclasure and seconded by Alderwoman Wilson to approve the 

minutes of the February 26, 2018 regular City Council meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Alderman Fosen and seconded by Alderman Stover to approve the Treasurer’s 

Report and pay bills in the amount of $10,502.27. Motion carried unanimously. 

Public Input:  Mayor Johansen made a brief statement before the public comment 

portion of the meeting pertaining to Item B under Old Business:  Discussion of Invenergy 

Contract:  As you may recall after our Public Hearing on January 22, 2018 (that I might add, is 

required by law) a motion to allow the nine turbines within 1.5 mile set back of the City limits 

was passed at the regular scheduled City Council meeting. 

At that time we asked that certain conditions be addressed in the final Agreement.  Our 

decision from that meeting still stands.  This discussion tonight is based on rather the Council is 

satisfied that Invenergy has met all of these conditions. 

By releasing this agreement to the public it has allowed all concerned citizens the opportunity 

to review it along with the city Council. 

I have been advised by our Attorney that because this matter was already approved at a prior 

meeting no vote is required on this agreement. 

Walker Adams asked if we are voting on the approval of the contract to which the answer was 

no.  The vote was taken at the January 22, 2018 meeting and was approved on January 22, 2018 

by the City Council. 

Walker says that this is not the contract that he read the night of January 22, 2018.  Mayor 

Johansen agreed it was not the same contract but this contract had been revised and put out 

for the public on Thursday afternoon the City’s web page. 
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Walker wanted to know when the new contract was approved.  Mayor Johansen answered that 

it had already been approved on January 22, 2018 according to our legal advisor. 

Alderwoman Wilson added that it was approved with revisions and those revisions have been 

made.  

Walker  I am not here to dispute the wind farm, I am looking out for the City’s best interests 

and the contract that Invenergy has presented. 

Walker Adams addressed the Council with a list of written concerns pertaining to the Invenergy 

agreement he had after reading over the Invenergy contract: 

 This agreement is setting the city up for a lawsuit from owners of the other 9 turbines 

which probably will be funded by Invenergy. 

 There is no actual wording for distance and you are setting legal precedence for future 

wind farms. 

 No verbiage for future owners of the wind farm – Champaign County’s wind farm sold 

shortly after completion.  The city can be left with no compensation. 

This a very vague contract when a farmers’ contract is over 100 pages. 

Decommissioning is not spelled out or defined in this agreement opposed to their agreements 

with other participants. 

The City of Lexington needs to request full payout for turbines upfront for the 30 year term as it 

would be naïve to think that we will be relying on this technology for any longer than 10 years. 

You do owe some protection and responsibility to all home and property owners within the 1.5 

mile set back.  They are the ones who send their children to Lexington schools, eat in Lexington 

restaurants, shop in Lexington stores, and bank at Lexington banks. 

After reviewing my FOIA request it is fair for me to inform the council that I have turned over 

my findings to the Illinois Attorney General of the proceedings of these wind farm negotiations. 

I caution you on passing this proposal until the Illinois Attorney General has completed her 

findings to avoid a potential lawsuit from Invenergy and other expenses for the City of 

Lexington. 

After reading over the contract, I have some issues with it.  I’m looking out for the best interest 

for the City, I’ve always looked out for the best interest for the City in everything I’ve done since 

I’ve been here. 

The way this contract reads, and the way this is set up, by agreeing to these 9 and not putting in 

a specific measurement to the setback you are setting yourself up for a law suit.  And the 9 

people that got denied they got an out to sue. 
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What happens, there is nothing in the contract, if they sell their wind farm off?  Does the 

compensation stop?  There are still 18 turbines still setting in the permit application for the 

contract with the McLean County Zoning Board.  So I caution you not to enter into an 

agreement with them until they have done all their homework and all their paperwork. Until 

you’ve seen it.  The decommissioning is not properly spelled out.  It is somewhat spelled out for 

the farmers.  They have a range, they can just turn them off and walk away and that is 

considered decommissioned. 

I urge you, do not settle for a 30 year payout.  I cannot see wind energy being used in 30 years.  

Not this technology, not the way it is going.  It is not efficient, a lot of by products coming off of 

these.  I see something else coming down the pike other than wind energy. I don’t see them 

being out there 30 years from now   if you want this money, get it up front, get it early.  Get it 

down to a 15 year payoff.  

You say you do not owe the people inside this 1.5 mile setback anything.  Yes you do owe them 

something.  They send their kids to our schools, they eat at our restaurants, they shop at our 

stores, and they bank at our banks.  We do owe it to them to kind of protect them a little bit.   

It is public knowledge I filed a FOIA request, and it is fair to this Council for me to address this, 

the fact that I found several issues which I turned over to the Attorney General’s Office.  The 

City Council is being reviewed by the Attorney General.  I feel that is only fair, because the way 

that contract reads if the Attorney General steps in and says the proceedings of that contract 

were done illegally or finds an issue with it they have every right to come back and sue you.  It 

is open ended.  They can take the towns finances to nothing and make this a ghost town, 

I urge you to take into consideration, I don’t feel this contract was reviewed well by an 

attorney. It’s non-biased on this. From dealing with the construction industry and business 

industry there is no way I would ever sign a contract like this.  There is not near enough words.  

A farmer’s contract is at least is 50-100 pages at least, and you are looking at 4 pages?  I very 

much caution you against this contract at this time.  You might put this off 30 days and see if a 

review steps in.   

Jay Moran asked Alderman Fosen if he had wind turbines on his property or his family’s 

property in Nevada or Dwight Township.  Alderman Fosen answered no he did not.    

                             

Old Business:  Discussion on Spec/Size and Building of New Storage Building for City: 

The committee has been looking at sizes for the new building.  We are talking a building big 

enough to get everything in in case of emergency and something should happen to this 

building.  The thoughts are we need something along the size of 72X144 or 70X120.  The front 

half would be office space including a spot for ESDA.  We need to get some numbers together 
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for budget talks in April.  We have some prices from Menards, which we would purchase 

ourselves, but does not include labor or electrical and plumbing.  It was $160,000 with 

concrete, the building was $123,000 or $124,000 and $40,000 for concrete and labor.  This 

would be a starting point for budget.  We could do some in this year’s budget and some in next 

year’s budget.  The key to that would be to know how much we need to have stored from the 

other buildings, how much office space we would need and if we want heat. Discussion around 

location of doors, office space, loft space for storage of special event items, parking etc.  

Hopefully by workshop days we will have a better numbers what the total may be,  Somewhere 

in the $250,000 range would be high but some of the cost could be spread out over a couple of 

years.  We do need to decide on the size of building that we want.  Do the basics first and then 

add on.  The building is not contingent to selling the building around the Park.  It was suggested 

that we might want to include any eyewash. We could also build smaller with the thought that 

we could add on at a later date.     

If we bought the building rather than went thru someone like Cleary it would probably happen 

quicker and we might have it by fall.  When we are able to get into the new building will make a 

difference as to when we will be able to dispose of the current buildings.  We are now looking 

at our property on Orange Street to build on. 

We still will need to put a roof on the salt shed before next winter no matter what we decide to 

do regarding a new building.  The cost of this is not included in any of the figures for the new 

building.    

The current buildings cannot be considered abandoned until everything is out of them. 

Mayor Johansen did remind the council that there are people interested in two of the old 

buildings. 

Discussion of Invenergy Contract:  Attorney Tom Shields was unable to be here 

tonight but feels the new contract meets all the revisions that Alderman Fosen set in his motion 

from January 22, 2018.   

Alderman Fosen brought up the fact that Walker made one good point tonight.  I would suggest 

that a sentence be added to this agreement.  The first section of the COMPENSATION AND 

SITING APPROVAL AGREEMENT ends are the parties.  My suggestion to the attorney, to the 

Mayor and to the Council is that something to the effect that “the right to benefit contained 

within this agreement will prevail upon and in order to the benefit of any successors or 

assignee’s (or the proper wording) of these parties.”  That is the only issue I have with that. 

Invenergy pointed out that this was covered in paragraph 11 of the contract.  “This agreement 

shall inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the respective heirs, executors, 

administrators, assigns and successors of each Party,” 

Alderman Fosen was fine with the wording of paragraph 11.  
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Alderwoman Wilson asked about Walker’s comment about decommissioning.  She understood 

that the decommissioning referred to the entire project including the 9 within the City’s 

setback? 

Invenergy answered that the decommissioning is handled with the decommissioning permit 

that is filed with McLean County and follows the guidelines of the State of Illinois and 

Agricultural agreement and these specific 9 are not excluded from that permit. 

Alderman Schreiber had a question about the payments to the City under the contract.  He 

wondered about the change in the payment schedule from the original contract.  The payments 

went up each year in that contract.   

Just to make clear there were three versions of the contract.  We are on version three now and 

that is the one that we are approving.  The schedule of payments hasn’t changed from version 

two.  The reason it changed was to make it more in line with what the county gets per turbine 

based on the depreciation factor. 

The GPS locations for the turbines are also correct now.   

 

Discussion of Surplus Property:  We need to make a formal decision declaring those 

buildings up by the Park surplus property.  When this is done we will be able to move forward 

with the sales process.  Mayor Johansen will work out the details and have something for the 

next council meeting on March 26, 2018.        

                                       

New Business:  Red Carpet Update:  Red Carpet Corridor is now reduced to one 

day, Saturday,   May 5, 2018.  We are considering having an open house and ribbon cutting at 

the new water plant that day.  We are going to try to get the governor in town that day.  He has 

expressed an interest in coming back.  Vendors are increasing.  Towanda is not going to have 

vendors, so we are seeing a lot of last minute calls and booking spots for that.  We are looking 

at having a Community Picnic at the City Park that evening.  I would hope that the City can 

provide the meat, I hope the churches can provide the side dishes.  Jeff Thomas has agreed to 

cook the meal and I am going to work on Bittner’s and the grocery store to hopefully supply the 

meat.  I want to compliment Star on the hard work she has put into these events.  She has 

recruited some talented volunteers so she is not under so much pressure to do it mostly 

herself.  I want to acknowledge Kim Yates, Lisa Robards and Tabitha Hughes for stepping up and 

helping with these.        

                         

Committee Reports: 
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Mayor’s Report:  We have had some activity at the old Upper Tap building.  Demo 

has started on that and is going pretty smooth.  I should be able to tell you more about that at 

the next council meeting on March 26, 2018.  They are just working out some details. 

I want to compliment Jim Alexander and Bill Tracy on their long tenure with the American 

Legion.  Bill Tracy received an award for 75 years continuous membership and Jim Alexander 

received an award for 60 years continuous years membership.   

Police:     None          

 Building/Insurance:    Alderman Stover is still trying to schedule a conference call 

with Blue Cross.  Nothing new at this time.         

Finance/TIF:    We are starting to think about the budget.  March 19th 

and 20th the Mayor and I will be having short little meetings with the Department 

Heads and go over the budget for the departments.  Everyone should have the 

schedule.  More than likely at 1 p.m. on March 20th, I will be talking with Star on the 

general administrative budget.  The Mayor and I can probably with the committee chair 

for that area meet with the department head and start working on next year’s budget.  

        

Water/Sewer/Sanitation:  None   

Street/Alley:    None    

 

There being no further business motion was made by Alderman Stover to adjourn at 7:33 P.M.  

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pati Pease 

City Clerk 

Approved:       
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